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Contact: Carol Brewer, associate professor, UM Division of Biological Sciences (406) 2436016.
MISSOULA TEACHERS H ELP W ITH UM RESEARCH PRO JECTS
MISSOULA Four M issoula teachers are conducting ecological research this summer through a
University of Montana program.
The educators are participating in the Montana Teachers Investigate Ecology Project.
MT-TIE allows teachers to interact with UM scientists and learn research skills that should
make their classroom science instruction more relevant and engaging. The program is funded
by a two-year, $286,000 National Science Foundation Grant, and 11 western Montana teachers
are doing MT-TIE research this summer.
Mike Plautz of Hellgate Middle School and David Oberbillig of Big Sky High School
are assisting with a project titled “Conservation of Pollinators.” They are helping Penny
Kukuk, a biology research associate professor, study the conservation of pollinators. The
project will involve a survey of local bee fauna and changes in that fauna brought on by
knapweed invasion, assessment of the role of honeybees in increased seed production of
knapweed and construction of pollinator refuges.
Bruce Fryar of DeSmet Middle School is helping with a project titled “Forest
Consequences of Replacement of Ponderosa Pine by Douglas F ir.” Working with biology
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Assistant Professor Anna Sala, he is studying whether the replacement of ponderosa pine by
Douglas fir results in increased water use, reduced soil water availability and increased water
stress at the individual tree level.
Missoula teacher Kathleen Kennedy is working on a project titled “Plant Ecology and
Native Species Restoration” with Marilyn Marler, UM ’s noxious weed coordinator. Kennedy
is collecting data about whether weed control strategies are effective and result in an increase
in native plant species.
All Montana teachers of biology in grades six through 12 are eligible for MT-TIE, and
they are paid for their participation. MT-TIE teachers attend orientation sessions, study field
sampling methods and learn data collection protocols and equipment use. They are encouraged
to take what they learn back to their classrooms with them by developing school-based
ecological research projects. These projects would be staffed by regular students who learn to
use authentic research skills. These school-based ecology programs will be eligible for
minigrants to set up research sites in or near schoolyards.
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